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***NOTE: Pursuant to Wisconsin municipal law, this Ordinance regulates the electrical grid and 
ground water. It provides administrative oversight and limitations to industry but does not map 
land use zones or explicitly prohibit industrial uses by district. This would be a step an unzoned 
Town could implement to be informed and have a say in continued land use; but would not stop 
the development.    
 
DRAFT ORDINANCE NO.13.09  HEAVY INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS AND HIGH-DEMAND 
UTILITY FACILITIES 
 
TOWN OF BRIDGE CREEK, EAU CLAIRE COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
 
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE IMPACTS OF HEAVY INDUSTRIAL OPERATIONS AND 
HIGH-DEMAND UTILITY FACILITIES (INCLUDING DATA CENTERS AND LARGE-SCALE 
DATA CENTERS) TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND GENERAL WELFARE. 
 
SECTION 1: AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE 

A.​ Authority: This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the Town Board’s police powers under 
Wis. Stat. § 60.22 and Wis. Stat. § 60.56, and its authority to regulate public 
nuisances and protect public health, safety, and welfare. 

B.​ Purpose: The Town of Bridge Creek recognizes that certain high-impact industrial 
operations, including high-density data centers, large-scale data centers and 
cryptocurrency mining facilities, present unique, intensive threats to the local 
environment, quiet enjoyment of property, and the stability of shared public utilities. This 
Ordinance establishes strict, uniform operational standards to cap excessive water and 
electrical grid consumption and eliminate disruptive industrial noise pollution. 

 
SECTION 2: APPLICABILITY 
This Ordinance applies to all new or expanding industrial facilities, data centers, large-scale 
data centers, processing plants, or high-density computing operations within the corporate limits 
of the Town of Bridge Creek that require a total electrical demand exceeding 5 Megawatts (MW) 
or an average water consumption exceeding 10,000 gallons per day. 
 
SECTION 3: UTILITY CAP AND RESOURCE PROTECTION 

A.​ Electrical Grid Allocation: No facility subject to this ordinance shall draw more than a 
maximum peak electrical load of 10 Megawatts (MW) from the electrical grid at any time 
without a High-Impact Utility Permit approved by the Town Board. Applicants must 
provide an annual Grid Impact Assessment proving that their operation will not degrade 
local power quality, cause voltage sags, or necessitate sub-station upgrades funded by 
Town taxpayers or local ratepayers. 

B.​ Groundwater and Water Utility Cap: To protect the local aquifer and residential wells, 
the net consumptive use of water by any individual facility shall not exceed 25,000 
gallons per day on a rolling 30-day average. The use of "once-through" evaporative 
cooling systems is strictly prohibited. All cooling infrastructure must utilize closed-loop, 
air-cooled, or non-water-consumptive technologies. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/60.22
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/60.56
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SECTION 4: NOISE POLLUTION AND DECIBEL LIMITS 

A.​ Maximum Permissible Sound Levels: No facility subject to this ordinance shall emit 
continuous, cyclical, or tonal noise that exceeds the following levels when measured at 
or beyond the property line of the facility: 

a.​ 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM (Daytime): 55 dBA 
b.​ 7:00 PM to 7:00 AM (Nighttime): 45 dBA 

B.​ Low-Frequency Noise and Tonal Bias: Data centers utilize high-velocity cooling fans 
that emit a continuous low-frequency hum. If the noise emitted contains a steady, audible 
tonal sound (a "pure tone" or whine), the maximum permissible limits listed above shall 
be reduced by 5 dBA. Ambient noise testing must be conducted quarterly by an 
independent, certified acoustic engineer at the operator's expense, with results 
submitted directly to the Town Clerk. 

 
SECTION 5: PERMITTING AND COMPLIANCE 

A.​ Operations Permit Required: Prior to commencing operations or expanding, the 
owner/operator must obtain an Industrial Impact Permit from the Town Board. 

B.​ Financial Assurance: The operator must post a continuous performance bond or letter 
of credit in an amount determined by the Town Board (but not less than $250,000) to 
guarantee funds are available for continuous noise monitoring, independent utility 
auditing, or remediation of any violations. 

 
SECTION 6: ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 

A.​ Citations and Fines: Any person or entity who violates any provision of this Ordinance 
shall, upon conviction, forfeit not less than $1,000 per violation or an amount as 
established by the Town Board. Each day a violation continues constitutes a separate 
offense. 

B.​ Injunction and Abatement: In addition to monetary penalties, the Town reserves the 
right to seek an immediate injunction from the Eau Claire County Circuit Court to cease 
facility operations if a violation of the water cap or noise limits threatens public health or 
utility stability. 

 
SECTION 7: SEVERABILITY 
If any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance is declared invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, the remaining portions of the Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Introduced: [Date] 
Passed & Approved: [Date] 
 
By the Town Board of Bridge Creek: 
Ricky Strauch , Town Chair 
 
Attest:  
Elizabeth Pettis, Town Clerk 


