
Town of Bridge Creek 
S9515 State Road 27 
Augusta, WI  54722 

MINUTES 
Joint Meeting with the Town of Bridge Creek Board and the Town of  

Bridge Creek Comprehensive Plan Committee 
January 7, 2026, Wednesday, 6:30 pm. 

1.​ Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call 

a.​ Eau Claire County Speakers: Rod Eslinger and Ben Bublitz. 

b.​ Town of Bridge Creek Comprehensive Plan Committee present (TBCCPC): Cathy Lea, Steven 

Erdman, Carol Peuse, and Mike Bethke. Absent: Jason Hanson, David Claude, Justin Niznik 

c.​ Town of Bridge Creek Board Members: Ricky Strauch, Katherine Gaulke, William Jacobs,Scott 

Gerike, and Jayson Kaeding. Town Board Clerk: Elizabeth Pettis 

2.​ Pledge of Allegiance 

3.​ Approval of the Agenda & Proper Posting 

a.​ Clerk Pettis confirmed the posting locations and dates.  

b.​ Ricky Strauch with the motion to approve the agenda and proper posting. William Jacobs with 

the second. All Yes. Motion Carried. 

c.​ Mike Bethke with the motion to approve agenda as presented and Cathy Lea with the second. 

All yes. Motion Carried.  

4.​ Approval of the December 3, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

a.​ 2b-Correcting Justin Niznik name spelling. 

b.​ 8a-January 7, 2025 to 2026 

c.​ Scott Gerike with the motion to approve the December 3, 2025 Minutes with the corrections 

and edits. Jay Kaeding with the second. All yes. Motion Carried. 

5.​ Purpose of meeting. 

a.​ Continue to review FAQ regarding Adopting County Zoning 

i.​ 30 minutes for FAQ, 30 minutes for ECC planning and Development, and time for 

comments. 

ii.​ How does zoning impact a primary residence that wants to build an additional dwelling?​ 
1.​ Add accessory dwellings and farm residences to the explanation. 

iii.​ If zoning were implemented, can a short term rental be allowed in my neighborhood? 

1.​ Ben suggested that the City/County Health Department can help with 

regulations. Will not be placed in the document. 

2.​ Striking the cottage industries sentence. 

iv.​ How does Town zoning impact the city’s extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction (ETZ) space? 

1.​ It is managed by three city members and three town members would sit.  

2.​ ETZ Agreement with the City needs to be pulled and wording adjusted for final 

review.  

v.​ Junk versus Salvage yards: 

1.​ This section was public comment at the last meeting. Needs to be made into a 

question and answer. 

2.​ Section of Code for Eau Claire County that addresses this topic.  

3.​ Edit on page 11 regarding the topic in an existing question. 

vi.​ Does adopting County or Town zoning mean I need to update my homeowner’s 

insurance policy, specifically regarding Ordinance and Law insurance? 



1.​ Scott Gerike explained what an insurance company stated. It is a gap insurance 

that might be helpful but not required; it is like flood, hail damage insurance and 

may be selected a la carte in a homeowners policy. 

2.​ No Edits made 

vii.​ Will my property assessment increase due to zoning changes in my town? 

1.​ The town has been notified by the State to reassess the Town in 2028. 

2.​ Striking the first sentence in the FAQ in this section. 

viii.​ Next start location will be: If zoning is adopted and my current land use does not 

conform to the new zoning map, will I be required to make changes? 

ix.​ Cathy Lea makes the motion to move the FAQ draft to a subcommittee to work with Eau 

Claire County Planning and Development to create a final draft for the committee to 

review. Katherine Gaulke with the second. Discussion of pros and cons.  All yes. Motion 

Carried. 

x.​ Cathy Lea, Carol Peuse, Will Jacobs will be the subcommittee. Cathy Lea will take the 

lead to schedule a working session with Eau Claire County Planning and Development to 

complete edits to the draft for final committee review 

b.​ Interactive Zoning Map Presentation 

i.​ Rod Eslinger gave a presentation of the map that is on the Town of Bridge Creek Hall 

walls with history and explanation of the process. Brief Q&A with audience and 

committee members.  

c.​ Next Steps 

i.​ Zoning Exploration Timeline 

1.​ The Town Board requested this document. Reviewed and edited timeline and 

descriptions, adding more details to the process.  

a.​ Farmland Preservation- added March presentation 

b.​ Open House- The boards discussed having an open house for community 

members to ask questions, get more information, review maps, etc. 

2.​ Cathy Lea with the motion to approve the timeline as a working document as a 

guideline with edits. Scott Gerike with the second. Discussion on logic and added 

items. All yes. Motion Carried. 

a.​ Katherine Gaulke will share out the timeline with the edits 

6.​ Citizens' Comments 

a.​ Joe Yoder- Can 26 acres that is a separated parcel with one shed add a house after zoning is 

adopted? 

i.​ Answer: If the Town were zoned it would depend on what it is currently labeled. A house 

can be built with setbacks being met for certain zoned areas.  

b.​ Bob Paddock- Asked that the meeting minutes from December 3, 2025 be edited. He feels that 

the minutes did not appropriately reflect the spirit of his statements.  

7.​ Future Meeting Dates 

a.​ First Wednesday of the month going forward, Next meeting Wednesday, February 4th, 2026 at 

6:30 pm at Town of Bridge Creek Hall. 

8.​ Adjournment 

a.​  with the motion at 8:15pm to adjourn the meeting. Steve Erdman with the Ricky Strauch

second. All Yes. Motion Carried. 
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